
REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NOVI 

MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2023 AT 7:00 P.M. 

Mayor Gatt called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Mayor Gott, Mayor Pro Tern Staudt, Council Members Casey, 
Crawford, Fischer, Smith, Thomas 

Victor Cardenas, Interim City Manager 
Elizabeth Saarela, City Attorney 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

CM 23-03-034 Moved by Crawford, seconded by Smith; CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

To approve the Agenda as presented. 

Roll call vote on CM 23-03-034 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: None 

PRESENTATIONS: 

Yeas: Staudt, Casey, Crawford, Fischer, Smith, 

Thomas, Gatt 

Nays: None 

1. Foreclosure Prevention - Oakland County Treasurer Robert Wittenberg 

Mr. Wittenberg thanked Mayor and Council for having him there that evening. He stated 
he has been in this position since July 1, 2021. He said the reason he was there that 
evening was because March 31 is the foreclosure deadline. He stated that it was a full 
court press getting out here and talking at council meetings and they are in the press 

trying to prevent foreclosure in the community, and all throughout Oakland County. He 
explained if anyone owes 2020 or prior year's property taxes, you are subject to 
foreclosure this March 31. He stated their goal is to get in touch with you to either pay 
those property taxes off in full if you are able to. He said if you are not able, they want 
you to reach out to their office, there are resources available, we can try to get you on 
a repayment agreement. He said more than anything, they wanted to let people know 
that they are there to help, and this is why they are trying to get out to as many 
communities as possible to let people know to contact their office at (248) 858-0611 or 
you can go to their website www.oakgov.com/treasurers. He stated they do what is 
called Taxpayer Assistance meetings (TAMS), they are one on one meetings and they 
are confidential. He mentioned they can do it over the phone, they can do it via Zoom, 
whatever is most convenient for you. He explained they will talk to you about their unique 
situation and how they can be helpful. He encouraged those that need help to go onto 
their website to schedule that meeting or call their office to schedule that meeting. He 
said that within their office they have a Financial Empowerment Center headed by Rita, 
and she is like a financial coach. He stated she will work with people on budgeting, 
seeing if there are other resources available to them, such as grants that are out there. 


























