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For Use Variances: A use variance may be granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals only 
in cases where the applicant demonstrates in the official record of the public hearing 
that undue hardship exists by showing all of the following:  
 
In the space below, and on additional paper if necessary, explain how the proposed 
project meets each of the following standards. 
 

Standard #1.  Cannot Be Reasonably Used. 
Explain how the land, building or structure cannot be reasonably used for any of the uses 
permitted by right or by special land use permit in the zoning district in which it is located. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standard #2.  Circumstances or Physical Conditions. 
Explain how the need for the requested variance is due to unique circumstances or 
physical conditions of the property involved, such as narrowness, shallowness, shape, 
water, topography, or similar physical conditions and is not due to the applicant's 
personal or economic hardship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standard #3. Character of the Neighborhood. 
Explain how the proposed use will not alter the essential character of the neighborhood. 
 
 
 
 
 

Standard #4. Not Self-Created. 
Explain how the need for the requested variance is not the result of actions of the 
property owner or previous property owners (i.e., is not self-created). 
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